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This is a landmark publication. For the first time someone has collected, tested, and explained traditional
finishes and materials with the attention to both science and tradition that the subject deserves. From both a
practical finishing standpoint and a need to understand traditional finishes for conservation purposes this
book has no equal.The book beings with explaining how a wood surface is prepared for finishing using
traditional methods of smoothing wood. Then author Stephen Shepherd delves into shellac. What it is, how
to mix it, how to apply it using French polish and other methods, and that serves as a springboard to various
other types of spirit (alcohol) based finishes, finishes that don't use shellac, and ones that do but are alcohol
soluble. There is also a useful discussion on using shellac sticks for repairs. Then comes equally
comprehensive sections on linseed oil and oil based varnish finishes. In the past 50 years varnish has always
meant some modern petrochemical concoction and oil finish has become three coats of Watco. Nothing
could be further from the truth and this book tells us what we are missing. Presented for the first time here is
a mass of never before published information on 19th century and earlier oil finishes. The finishes, the
different properties of different types of oils, the various formula for mix up an oil finish, are all presented in
practical detail with both information on the materials and how to mix and apply the finish. Finally we have
a section on paint, painting and graining finishes. Again Shepherd goes back to a combination of original
sources and experimentation. What really makes this book shine is that it isn't about just finishes that work or
finishes that the author happens to like. We have here a document on all the permutations and tradeoffs you
get with the different finishing materials used throughout history, many of which are still practical and when
applied can result in a truly magnificent end result.T
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From reader reviews:

Clara Palmer:

This Shellac, Linseed Oil, & Paint - Traditional 19th Century Woodwork Finishes book is not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read
a lot of information you will get. This particular Shellac, Linseed Oil, & Paint - Traditional 19th Century
Woodwork Finishes without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't become worry Shellac, Linseed Oil, & Paint - Traditional 19th Century Woodwork Finishes
can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have
it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Shellac, Linseed Oil, & Paint - Traditional 19th Century
Woodwork Finishes having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Irma Cook:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Shellac, Linseed Oil, & Paint - Traditional 19th Century Woodwork Finishes, you could tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a guide.

Helene Anderson:

The publication untitled Shellac, Linseed Oil, & Paint - Traditional 19th Century Woodwork Finishes is the
publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Shellac, Linseed Oil, & Paint - Traditional 19th Century
Woodwork Finishes from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

James Martin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Shellac, Linseed Oil, & Paint - Traditional
19th Century Woodwork Finishes reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Shellac,



Linseed Oil, & Paint - Traditional 19th Century Woodwork Finishes as good book but not only by the cover
but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so
do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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